
The Feeding Tube

A feeding tube as a helpful extra way to give their body food,
water and sometimes medicine when eating or drinking is
difficult

What is a feeding tube?
Your feeding tube is a little helper
for your tummy.

Sometimes Pompe disease can
make the muscles used for eating
and swallowing weaker. This can
make eating take a long time or
make it difficult to get enough food
and drinks.

A feeding tube gives your body
another way to get the energy, food
and water it needs to grow, play
and keep going.

It doesn't mean you can't be a
normal kid.

You can still smile, talk, play and
spend time with your family and
friends.

Depending on what your healthcare
team says, you may also still be
able to eat and drink by mouth. 



1. 😴 Sleepy time
 Medicine helps you go to sleep, so you don't feel the procedure.
2. 🔎 The doctors look at your tummy.  A tiny camera helps the doctors see the
stomach and choose the right place.
3. 🕳️ A small opening is made  A small opening is made through the tummy wall.
4. 🥛 The feeding tube is placed.  The tube goes through the opening and into
the stomach. 
5. ❤️ The tube is held safely in place.  Special parts inside and outside the
tummy stop it from slipping out.
6. 🌈 Wake up.  When you wake up, the tube is there to help give your body the
food and fluids it needs.
The exact method varies according to the type of gastrostomy being used, so
the child's hospital team will explain the particular procedure beforehand. 
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